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CHAPTER  I

JAPAN AND THE ANGLO-JAPANESE ALLIANCES

*' C'est ce qu'on ne dit pas qu'explique ce qu'on dit."

SINCE the publication of the late Count Hayashi's
Memoirs foreign estimates of Japanese diplomacy have
had to be revised. As will be remembered, the late Count,
who filled the offices of Vice-Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Minister at Peking and St. Petersburg,
and Minister and Ambassador at London, discharged an
arrow from the tomb in the shape of an extremely piquant
memorandum of the negotiations which led up to the
signature of the first Anglo-Japanese Treaty of Alliance.

Although the Japanese Government tried every possible
means at its disposal, short of assassination, to suppress
this highly important historical document, the writer,
then correspondent of Renter's at Tokio, succeeded in
smuggling out two translations, one of which was published
in London and the other in Shanghai. The chorus of
amazed astonishment which greeted the publication was
justification enough of the Japanese Government's efforts
at suppression, futile though they had been. The studious
silence of the chancelleries was at least presumptive of the
substantial truth of the revelations.

The Memoirs exposed in the most vivid manner the
naivete of British diplomacy and the slimness with which
Hayashi had " stimulated" Downing Street into an